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Turning adversity into platinum prints
Short’s own photos, a 20-year retrospective of 
her work.

“I just finished doing a lecture about it at 
the Center for Photographic Art, and it made 
me feel old,” said Short. “Have I really been 
doing it for that long?”

Artistic leanings might be part of her DNA. 
Her younger brother, Alex, was a relentless 
sketcher growing up and just graduated from 

Cal Poly with a degree in ar-
chitecture. Her mother, Kath-
erine Jenkins, is a painter of 
still life and landscapes. Her 
great-great-grandmother on 
her father’s side, Jessie Fran-
cis Short, painted in Carmel 

in the early 1900s in a studio at Dolores and 
Seventh, where El Paseo Court is now. Her 
art was part of a group show at the M.H. de 
Young Museum in San Francisco.

“I’m fifth-generation Carmel, and right 
now I’m living in a house — my great-aunt’s 
property (near downtown) — that’s been in 
our family for 100 years,” she said. “I have 
my great-great-grandmother’s painting of 
the Carmel Mission, with Point Lobos in the 
background, and some of her other watercol-
ors in my house today.”

Very special prints
Paralysis from the accident left Short with 

very minimal movement in her upper body, 
which essentially put her beloved film camer-
as on the shelf, but it didn’t derail her career.

“I’m shooting now with my iPhone,” she 
explained. Her images are turned into nega-
tives on a digital printer, which Kim Weston 
uses to make platinum prints.

“It’s a challenge to get the iPhone to work 
for me in a way my film cameras did, but, on 
the other hand, shooting with an iPhone has 
also simplified everything. It’s probably al-
lowed me to focus my vision a little bit more,” 
said Short, who also says her mobility issues 

SOMEWHERE IN her iPhone, Rachael 
Short has a photograph of herself as a 3-year-
old holding a camera. Maybe that’s really 
where it all started, she muses.

When she was 12, her father, Scott Short, 
gave her a Canon AT-1 35mm camera, which 
she mostly used to shoot pictures of team-
mates on her Carmel Valley swim team. Four 
years later, at 16, she was already shooting 

some of the black-and-white images she 
displays today at Gallery Exposed, her own 
space on San Carlos Street between Ocean 
and Seventh.

“I got special permission to take the pho-
tography class at Carmel High as a soph-
omore, which allowed me to work in their 
darkroom for three years,” said Short (Class 
of 2000), who moved to Santa Barbara after 
graduation to study at Brooks Institute of 
Photography.

“I definitely don’t consider myself to be 
self-taught. I’ve had a lot of great teachers 
along the way at Carmel High, and Brooks, 
and now back here at home,” she said. “Kim 
Weston has been a huge influence on me, and 
he’s actually making my prints for me now, 
which is pretty amazing. I feel very spoiled!”

Short hasn’t been able to do her own work 
in a darkroom since she was injured in an 
automobile accident on Halloween night in 
2010, a crash that left her paralyzed, a quadri-
plegic, at age 28.

“I miss it,” she said of the hours she spent 
working on her own prints. “But there are a 
lot of things I miss. I’ve just got to move for-
ward.”

The walls of her Carmel Square gallery — 
which is open from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturdays, and 
by appointment — are adorned entirely with 

Carmel’s artists
By DENNIS TAYLOR

See SHORT next page
and began taking classes at the local junior 
college and setting her sights on getting into 
UC Berkeley to study architecture.

“I’ve always been interested in space, 
structure, design,” she said. “And I see archi-
tecture as the ultimate art form. Spatial rela-
tionships are so important to how we live.”

But soon after arriving in Hollywood, Ber-
lin was approached by a persuasive modeling 
agent. She signed on because she knew mod-
eling would be a way to pay the bills. The jobs 

were frequent and steady.
“I loved fashion and de-

sign,” she said, “but modeling 
is such an exploitive industry. 
I watched the dynamic of it, 
and it rubbed me the wrong 
way. I didn’t want to be part 

of it. I returned my attention to architecture.”
But her path took a turn when she got mar-

ried, and soon had two children.
“I wanted children, and I stayed home with 

the kids — it fit my desire for traditional fam-
ily values,” she said. “I was back in Carmel, 
living an idyllic life, with two kids, nice cars 
and a house on Carmel Point.”

But then came a divorce and the Great Re-
cession. She went back to work and back to 
school, earning her degree in environmental 
psychology, with a senior thesis on design. 
And at the Academy of Art in San Francisco, 
she was asked to help design a community 
center. The concept she came up with includ-
ed a “mandala” — a circular form with a cen-
tral shared space.

‘Larger than myself’
That project, she says, is where the con-

cept for Community Palette came from. As 
she continued to accept larger, more complex 
yet creative architectural design projects, she 
was honing her skills and her vision for what 
she calls “community engagement.”

Back on the Monterey Peninsula, Berlin 
worked on a project on Cannery Row, and be-
gan hosting fundraisers to support for local 
individuals and organizations in need, such as 
victims of local wildfires.

“This whole spiritual awakening was hap-
pening, and I was channeling something that 

was larger than myself,” she 
said. 

Berlin continues to work 

Reluctant fashion model becomes a 
role model for social entrepreneurs

DURING LAST month’s West End Cel-
ebration in Sand City, Kierstyn Berlin strut-
ted a catwalk wearing clothing that was as 
much performance art as it was fashion, and 
the show she participated in had a higher pur-
pose, too: raising money for a good cause.

The event, “Awaken,” was the most recent 
production by Community Palette, an organi-
zation Berlin founded in 2013 to help local 
nonprofits. This year, proceeds benefited the 
Sand City Arts Committee. The elaborate 

production involved not only clothing design-
ers, but aerialists, dancers and musicians. 

Berlin’s involvement was also multifacet-
ed. Growing up, the last thing she ever con-
sidered becoming was a fashion model. She 
was pretty, with long limbs, bright eyes and 
dark, curly hair, and while she was raised in 
Carmel and Pebble Beach, her family wasn’t 
what you’d call conventional. 

Not about the Joneses
Most of the time, Berlin was outdoors, 

wearing hand-me-down or handmade clothes. 
Her parents put a roof over her head and food 
on her plate, but liked recycled furniture and 
used cars, and valued spirituality more than 
social acceptance. And Berlin was on the 
same page.

“As a kid, I wasn’t into keeping up with the 
Joneses any more than my parents were,” she 
said. “I also had issues with my body image. 
I was this tall, gangly thing who hid myself in 
baggy men’s clothing.”

Eventually she started sewing and design-
ing her own clothes — the beginning of a pro-
cess she calls “structuring my own identity.”

When one of her childhood friends moved 
to Southern California with hopes to becom-
ing a model and an actress, Berlin went with 
her, mostly just to get out of town and try 
something new. 

She didn’t like having her picture taken, 
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in architectural design as 
an independent consultant 
but has also found a way to 
put creativity into action for 
public benefit.

“We’ll always have a 
fashion show because peo-
ple love them,” she said. 
“Yet I’d like to see our work 
evolve into something the 
community needs. I’d love 
for people to submit ideas 
for ways to make a differ-
ence. We could get behind 
that and paint a whole dif-
ferent kind of Community 
Palette.”

Know someone whose 
life of accomplishment or 
adventure would make inter-
esting reading? Please sug-
gest them for Great Lives by 
emailing elaine@carmel-
pinecone.com.

Photographer Rachael Short may not be able to walk, but she has perfected the art of taking photos with 
an iPhone and turning them into fine art prints.
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They wanted her to be a model, but Kierstyn Bachmann-Berlin had her 
heart set on architecture, design and community service.

PHOTO/PATRICE WARD
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IN 2018, DISTRICT STAFF SAVED THOUSANDS OF THREATENED FISH

As Carmel River dries during the summer, fish get stranded 
Steelhead were rescued and released back into the river 

81% of fish were tagged to monitor movements
Over 4,800 fish rescued this season 

sometimes don’t allow her to get as close to 
her subjects as she’d like to be.

Short suspects that her eye for photogra-
phy evolved during her childhood. She grew 
up on Tassajara Road in Carmel Valley, an 
hour inland, and remembers spending hours 
riding to and from Carmel-by-the-Sea.

“Of course, there weren’t any iPhones or 
iPads in those days, so I looked at the scen-
ery — the beautiful scenery — and the clouds 
in the sky,” she said. “I really think that in-
fluenced me, made me see things a little bit 
differently.

“What catches my eye first is the light, 
which has to be right,” Short said. “And I also 
notice shapes, textures, contrast, shadows, 
composition…”

She credits Carmel High (where she 

SHORT
From previous page

While the historic resources board clearly 
supported the idea of getting rid of the trees 
in order to showcase the arch, that was not 
part of the proposal, so members couldn’t do 
much more than talk about it.

The significance of Greene and the memo-
rial “eclipse anything having to do with any 
tree,” board member Thomas Hood said. 

“To me, this is about the monument, not 
about the trees. We have enough trees in 
town,” he added.

Member Lynn Momboisse echoed that 
sentiment, saying she would like to see the 
monument “the way it was supposed to be,” 
with its stepped base, now covered with dirt, 
fully exposed, and no vegetation around it.

ARCH
From page 6A

“That’s not on the agenda tonight, but it’s 
something worth exploring,” said chair Erik 
Dyar, and the board unanimously approved 
the proposal to replace the stones.

More funds coming in
After the meeting, resident Ian Martin, 

who is also part of the group, told The Pine 
Cone the Friends received a $5,000 grant 
from the Opportunity Fund of the Community 
Foundation for Monterey County this week, 
and also raised enough through GoFundMe 
to match a promised $2,000 federal taxpayer 
grant awarded to restore the arch in honor of 
the centennial of the end of World War I.

“All told, we’re nearly at $13,000 toward 
our $20,500 goal, not including the $3,000 
that is in the capital improvement budget for 
repairing the memorial,” Martin said. With 
a goal of $10,000, the GoFundMe total was 
$2,170 as of Thursday.

served as class president) not only for spark-
ing a lifelong interest in photography, but also 
in anatomy and physiology. At one point, she 
considered a career in occupational therapy or 
physical therapy.

“That’s a bit ironic today, because physical 
therapy and photography are the two things I 
do every day,” she said. “I exercise about four 
hours every day, standing, stretching, doing 
arm exercises … if I sit in this wheelchair for 
two hours, I’ll go home and feel pretty stiff.”

Short said her art played a big role in her 
recovery after the accident, and continues to 
be therapy for her today.

“It’s wonderful that I was able to continue 
with it,” she said. “It’s something that didn’t 
get taken away from me, and it’s something 
else to think about.”

Images of her work and more information 
can be found online at rachaelshort.com.

Dennis Taylor is a freelance writer in 
Monterey County. Contact him at scribelau-
reate@gmail.com.

ments and respond to written questions pre-
sented by the event’s usual moderator, outgo-
ing Monterey County District Attorney Dean 
Flippo.

The forum, which is the CRA’s 15th, is 
free and open to the public, who will have the 
opportunity to submit written questions. Car-
penter Hall is located at Mission and Ninth.

The Carmel Pine Cone will also have a fo-
rum for mayoral and council candidates Oct. 
15 at 7 p.m. in Carpenter Hall.

CRA plans voter forum for Sept. 27
THE CARMEL Residents Association 

will hold a Q&A with the candidates for the 
offices of mayor and city council in Carpen-
ter Hall in Sunset Center Thursday, Sept. 27, 
from 7 to 9 p.m.

Running for mayor are incumbent Steve 
Dallas and challengers Dave Potter and Gene 
Hughes, while candidates for city council in-
clude incumbents Carolyn Hardy and Carrie 
Theis, and challenger Jeff Baron.

The candidates will make opening state-
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Thinking of buying or selling a house in the Monterey Peninsula? Be sure to use a realtor who 
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